28                    ECONOMIC CONDITION

The account of Vajrabodhi, preserved in Tokio Tripitaka,
shows that, sailing from Ceylon in A.D. 717 with 35 Persian
vessels, he passed through Sri-Vijaya and many other
countries.1

It is evident from these accounts that ships from India,
Persia, Indo-China, and Malayasia were engaged in a brisk
trade. The Chinese themselves seem to have taken but little
share in it at the beginning. It was only in the seventh century
that Chinese maritime enterprise began to manifest itself, and
it was regarded as an unusually daring voyage of considerable
length, when, in 607 A.D., the emperor sent a mission by sea
to Siam (Chi-tu) to open commercial relations with it.3 But
there are reasons to believe that the sea-trade of the Hindus
and Arabs with Malayasia and China had by this time assumed
considerable importance.3 It is difficult to determine exactly
what parts were taken by the Malayasian states in this trade.
But that Sumatra, Java, and Malay Peninsula had a fair share
in it is beyond dispute, and appears clearly from the routes
followed by merchant vessels.

The accounts supplied by I-tsing give us a fair idea of the
general trade-route followed in the seventh century A.D. After
having left China the vessel touched at a port in Annam. It
then proceeded to Sri-Vijaya, either by a direct voyage or by
sailing along the coasts of Cambodia, Siam, and Malaya
Peninsula. A third route was to proceed first to Java and then
to Sri-Vijaya, though sometimes Java was reached from Sri-
Vijaya. From Sri-Vijaya it proceeded to Malayu (Jambi) and
then to either Kie-cha or Lang-kia-su in Malay Peninsula. From
one of these ports it sailed either north-west for Tamralipti
in Bengal, or westwards for Negapatam in Madras, and then
to Ceylon, Sometimes a direct voyage was made to Cteylon.

A very detailed account of this sea-route from Canton to
the Persian Gulf has been preserved in the itineraries compiled
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